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dirty forefinger and, smiling even while his eyes blazed
furiously, he ended : " Even then I'm not going to b&
shouted at."
Fitzhelaurov rose, adjusted his tight collar, and said with
a slight bow:
" There is nothing more for us to discuss. Do as you,
wish 1 I shall immediately report your conduct to the army
staff and, I dare to assure you, the results will not be slow
in revealing themselves. Our field court-martial is at present
functioning with the greatest promptitude."
Paying no attention to Kopylov's despairing glances,
Gregor clapped on his cap and went to the door. At the
threshold he halted, and said :
" You can report to where you like, but you can't frighten
me. I'm not a nervous sort. . . . And for the present you'd
better keep your hands off me, . . ." He stood thinking a
moment and added : " For I'm afraid my cossacks might
shake you up a bit. ..." He kicked open the door and|
his sabre clattering, went with a swinging stride into the
porch.
The agitated Kopylov overtook him on the steps.
" You're mad, Pantalievich ! " he whispered, squeezing
his hands in despair.
" The horses! " Gregor shouted in a ringing voice,
crushing his whip in his hands.
Prokhor flew up to the steps like a devil.
As Gregor rode out of the gate he looked back :   three
orderlies were fussing around general Fitzhelaurov, helping
Mm to climb into the handsome saddle of his high-standing
horse.                                                                             r
Gregor and Kopylov rode for nearly half a mile in silence.
Kopylov held his peace, realising that Gregor was not
inclined for conversation and that at the moment it would
fee dangerous to argue with him. At last Gregor could no
longer restrain himself.
** What are you so silent about ? " he asked sharply.
" What did you come with me for ? To act as a witness ?
Wanting to make out that you said nothing ? "
" Well, brother, but you played a fine game ! "             v
" And didn't he ? "                                                       7"
" I grant you he was in the wrong, too. The way he spoke
to you was absolutely disgusting:"